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country's wealth, was therefore at the unquestioned
disposal of the Whigs so long as their Tory rivals
were disaffected towards the dynasty and could plau-
sibly be suspected of aiming at a restoration of the
Stuarts. In George Fs reign the Crown's influence
and patronage was in the hands of the party managers.
Under George II it came to be exercised in large
measure by the Queen, an able and clear-sighted lady
who interested herself in English politics much more
closely than did her husband and whose firm support
of "Sir Robert Walpole helped to shift the weight of
Parliamentary authority from the Lords to the Com-
mons. Only after 1745, when Prince Charles Edward
made his bid for the throne and failed, did it become
clear that the position of the dynasty was beyond
challenge. On his accession in 1760 George III found,
as Queen Anne had found fifty years earlier, a coun-
try wearying of a Whig war and a Tory party loyal
to the reigning sovereign. In these conditions the King
was able to develop the policy of using his patronage,
the range of which had now become very wide, to
create in the House of Commons a party of his own
friends whose votes would swing this way and that
according to the Royal direction. The passage in
1780 of Dunning's famous resolution "That the influ-
ence of the Crown has increased, is increasing and
ought to be diminished" threatened a new breach be-
tween King and Commons. The danger was averted,
first by Pitt's political genius and the King's mental
breakdown, next by the Regent's refusal to aggravate
his financial and matrimonial difficulties by embroil-